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Awaiting Advice
Long-awaited recommendation on
citizen review board for police
expected this month.

Nicholas Beltrante reviews documents collected in his
quest to create a citizen review board for the Fairfax
County Police Department.

See Police,

Chief  Page 4
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

A
dvocates for a citizen re-
view board to the
Fairfax County Police
Department have been

waiting more than a year for some
kind of action on their request.
Now, finally, their day has arrived.
But that doesn’t necessarily mean
they’ll get the answer they asked
for or what they
want.

Later this
month, County
Executive An-
thony Griffin
will present his
recommenda-
tion to the Board
of Supervisors.
His presentation
will include a se-
ries of options
Police Chief

David Rohr forwarded to the
county executive last week, al-
though county and police officials
have declined to share any details
from the secret memorandum.

“The conversations I’ve had with
the county executive seem to in-
dicate that he is going to recom-
mend some kind of review pro-
cess,” said Mount Vernon Super-
visor Gerry Hyland. “I think in all
likelihood we will come out of this

with some kind
of process to
handle the issues
that have been
raised.”

The push for a
citizen review
board to the po-
lice department
began in Febru-
ary 2010, shortly

“Maybe they are
getting solid
advice from people
outside the citizen
oversight world.”
— National Association for

Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

It’s Spring
West Potomac varsity soccer player Michelle Rigel Cruz advances the ball towards
the goal in a Monday night scrimmage against Washington Lee High School.

See Sports,  Page 21
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LONG & FOSTER

5911 Kingstowne Village Parkway
Suite 100

Alexandria VA 22315

703-313-6500
www.longandfoster.com

ALEXANDRIA • KINGSTOWNE CENTER

Alexandria $500,000
4561 Shetland Green Rd.

Meticulous!! 3BR, 3BA Chelsea model. Privately located w/views of the
Pinecrest golf course. Main lvl master bdrm w/full bath. Hrdwd flrs in for-
mal dining room. Living room w/fireplace. Large kitchen   w/sliding glass
door to deck & steps down to backyard. Neutral carpeting & décor through-
out. A must see!

Meg Olympia 703-475-1552

Fairfax Station $1,100,000
9728 Thorn Bush Dr.

Gorgeous Colonial on 5 acres of land! Elegant two-story curved stairway in
foyer. Gleaming hrdwd flrs. Kitchen boasts granite counters, SS appliances,
and six burner cook top. Master suite features walk-in closets, sitting room,
and luxury bath w/whirlpool tub. Fully finished basement with granite wet
bar, pool table & sauna. Beautifully landscaped yard with waterfall!

Sheila Gillette 703-407-4040

Woodbridge $995,000
4367 Windermere View Pl.

Located on 6.5 private wooded acres in the Estates section of River Falls subdi-
vision. Spectacular light filled home offers an open floor plan, multiple balco-
nies, 4 fireplaces, gourmet kitchen w/granite and updated appliances, hard-
wood floors, custom crown molding, chair railings & tray ceilings. 6 bedrooms,
6.5 baths, and 3 car garage. In ground pool in backyard & so much more!

Mary Smirnow 301-775-7930

Woodbridge $444,999
16483 Kramer Estate Dr.

Beautiful & spacious 5BR, 3.5BA Colonial. Over 3,000 sqft w/2 car garage.
Gourmet kitchen w/tile backsplash, granite counters, SS appliances &
recessed lighting. Huge family room w/fireplace. Deck overlooking wooded
area. Fenced backyard, brick patio. And much more!

Rita Tassa 703-629-8624

Manassas $153,500
7963 Community Dr.

Wonderful end unit Colonial style townhouse overlooking stream. Three
bedrooms two full & one half bath. Tons of updates including new carpeting,
fresh paint, new appliances, and updated bathrooms. Great location for
commuting, close to 66 & 234.

Bo Shinawatra 703-499-6697

Arlington $1,199,000
4900 Old Dominion Dr. N

This home exudes sophistication & quality, spacious 5BR, 4BA totally reno-
vated from the ground up in 2000. Custom millwork, built-in bookcases, and
custom crown moldings throughout.  Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters &
high end appliances. Open floor plan, loads of storage & cathedral ceilings
make this the perfect home for entertaining!

Eric Holland 703-919-1702

Alexandria $532,000
601 Wilkes St. #204

Lovely 2BR condo located in the sought after Tannery House in the heart of
Old Town Alexandria! New granite counters, glass tile back splash & new SS
appliances. Parquet flrs throughout. Crown molding & chair rail molding.
Wood burning fireplace. Covered balcony w/sliding glass doors. Two
reserved parking spaces. Walk to everything!

Ihor Makara 703-402-2654

Dumfries $424,950
17389 Four Seasons Dr.

Active adult community with all the bells & whistles. One level luxury living!
Custom paints, hardwood floors, beautiful kitchen with granite counters,
stainless steel appliances & double oven. Huge master suite w/separate
shower & soaking tub. Two sided fireplace and built-in book shelves.
Sunroom, patio & more!

Steve Frishmuth 703-346-6854

Springfield $299,000
8290 Morning Dew Ct.

Wonderful two level, three bedroom home in Newington Forest.  Perfect
commuter location with close access to Fort Belvoir, NGA  and only10 min-
utes from Springfield Metro. One car garage. Community amenities include,
walking paths, party room, pool, tennis courts, tot lots & playgrounds.

Theresa Welch 571-344-9476
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

M
others who come home from
work to children with run-
ning noses and fever, will
have an alternative to the

emergency room or getting up at O-Dark-
Hundred to make an appointment with the
local pediatrician for the next morning.

Doctors Express Mount Vernon is open-
ing this month on Richmond Highway. It
will open at 8 a.m. seven days a week and
close at 8 p.m., except for Saturday and
Sunday, when it will close at 6 p.m.

A franchised operation with 32 other lo-
cations, Doctors Express ensures that pa-
tients will always see a board-certified doc-
tor and all nurses and x-ray technicians are
licensed professionals. With digital x-ray
equipment on-site, patients take a CD copy
of their x-rays with them — and records are
sent directly to their doctors.

The on-site laboratory meets CLIA stan-
dards and it can provide the majority of tests
required by urgent care patients while they
wait. Doctors Express provides Occupa-
tional Health services for employees and
employers, as well as travel medicine and
vaccination.

The person behind this new venture is
Earl Reed. A long-time resident of Mount
Vernon, Reed has served as a fighter pilot,
opened a chain of drugstores in Moscow
and, as a government contractor, managed
a $22 billion budget in Saudi Arabia.

“I know how to run a business,” said Reed,
who looked at several other franchising
operations before he decided on Doctors
Express. “I expect to begin receiving patients
in March and have a highly public grand
opening in early April. I really want to edu-

cate the Potomac side on what an urgent
care clinic really is. It’s not just a ‘sniffle
clinic’ but instead a complementary facility
to the local emergency room and primary
physician — not a competitor. Working
moms can get in and out in less than an
hour and experience a ‘one-stop shop’ —
leaving with full laboratory work, x-rays if
needed and prescriptions rather than hav-
ing to wait elsewhere.

“This will be a valuable, complementary
asset to our community. I have one full-time,
highly-experienced ER physician and four
part timers committed to us at this point.”

Reed is currently in the process of get-
ting credentialed (accepted) by the major
insurance carriers in the area. This is a time-
consuming process but eventually they will
be able to accept almost all health insur-
ance carriers for treatment.

John M. Shiver, coordinator of under-
graduate programs, Department of Health
Administration and Policy at George Mason
University, said, “This is conventional medi-
cine focused on the needs of the customer.
It is equivalent to the care you get at an
emergency room. It’s a great place for kids
who need care after school.”

Shiver, who is an expert in the field of
urgent care, went on to say that 66 percent
of patients who visit the emergency room
are not experiencing an emergency situa-
tion. They just need to see a doctor outside
of office hours.

Reed has some background in medicine;
he was a pre-med student at The Citadel,
The Military College of South Carolina. He
planned to go to medical school but it com-
peted with his dream of becoming a fighter
pilot that he had since he was in third grade.

“Once they gave me the keys to an F-4,
why would I want to go to medical school?”
said Reed. “I was a career fighter pilot in
the US Air Force; I flew F-4s and F-15s and
had two tours in Viet Nam, flying over 400
combat missions.”

After 20 years in the Air Force, Reed re-
tired as a colonel and became a program
manager in the Pentagon for the Royal
Saudi Air Force Foreign Military Sales Pro-
gram. They needed an F-15 pilot with prior
program management experience.

He then formed a 50-50 joint venture with
four female PhD Russian pharmacists who
were the managers of 13 state (City of Mos-
cow)-owned pharmacies inside Moscow.

They had the stores but no products after
the collapse of the USSR.

Reed said, “My American partner and I
arranged procurement and delivery of phar-
macy stocks for the stores from Bulgaria and
America. I did this for about three years
until I became engaged in the conversion
of the Russian anthrax factory in Kazakhstan
into a pharmaceutical plant under contract
to the U.S. government as part of the Nunn-
Lugar, swords into plow shares program for
their weapons of mass destruction conver-
sion.”

A few years ago, he decided that he
needed a more lucrative plan for retirement.
He started researching franchising opera-
tions, eliminating ones that involved food
or retail. Out of five plans presented to him
by a broker, he liked this one best.

With that, he started searching for financ-
ing. He was approved for a Veteran’s Expe-
dited Loan — 18 months later.

“I started the SBA loan process in August
2009, expecting to close no later than De-
cember, 2009,” said Reed. “Through no par-
ticular element’s fault, I just barely got it
closed in December 2010 as part of the
President’s stimulus plan. Thank God as a
veteran, I got the accelerated ‘Patriot’s Ex-
press Plan.’”

Reed has been married to Dottie for 41
years. They met in kindergarten and grew
up in the same small town in the panhandle
of Florida (same high school class). She just
retired as a kindergarten teacher after 24
years at Grace Episcopal School in Old
Town. They are long-time members of
Aldersgate United Methodist Church and
have two grown children, Jennifer Reed, 33,
and John (Sheff) Reed, 32, – both living in
this area.

Doctors Express Mount Vernon is located
at 7609-B Richmond Highway. Phone num-
ber is 703-598-2544. Visit
www.doctorsexpress.com/mountvernon for
more information.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and
public relations consultant in Mount Vernon.

Urgent Care Center to Open on Richmond Highway
New facility seeks
to fill gap in
health care services.

Dottie and Earl Reed in front of Doctors Express of Mount Vernon.

From left: Kylanne Green, executive vice president,
Inova Health System; Cleveland Francis, M.D., cardiolo-
gist, Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, and Barbara Doyle,
CEO, Inova Mount Vernon Hospital.

Physicians, staff and volunteers gather at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital to celebrate
recent awards in stroke care, wound healing, breast health and other accomplish-
ments with a celebration held on March 3.

Celebrating Quality Care
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REDUCED

PRIC
E

5904 Mount Eagle Drive
Unit #606  $349,900

www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

From Page 1

News

after Fairfax County Police Officer David Ziants
shot and killed an unarmed driver on Richmond
Highway. Police officials failed to release the inci-
dent report or the dashboard video footage of the
incident, even when the information was requested
in a Virginia Freedom of Information Act request.
That led retired D.C. detective Nicholas Beltrante to
begin advocating for a citizen-led review board that
would be able to investigate complaints against the
police.

“Citizens should have the opportunity to investi-
gate these matters,” Beltrante said in a March 2010
interview. “But the way things work now, the pro-
cess is biased in favor of the police and citizens don’t
have any input.”

THE MOVEMENT was slow to catch on, and it re-
ceived some early resistance. When Beltrante ap-
proached the Public Safety Committee of the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations, the panel
declined to even consider the issues. And Hyland
interpreted the lack of interest among members of
the council as an indication that the effort had scant
community support.

“We’ve already got a lot of commissions, and most
of them just end up making paper,” said Dallas
Shawkey, chairman of the Public Safety Committee
of the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associa-
tions. “If someone feels they’ve been wronged, they
can file a civil complaint.”

But Beltrante was not alone. In May, he and oth-
ers who were concerned about a lack of oversight at
the Fairfax County Police Department formed the
Citizens Coalition for Police Accountability. Central
to the mission of the coalition was the effort to ad-
vocate for a citizen review board, a concept which
has been endorsed by the American Civil Liberties
Union, the NAACP and the National Association for
Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement.

“The problem is that there’s a lot of police mis-
conduct in Fairfax County,” said Shirley Stewart, a
member of the Fairfax NAACP. “And it’s getting swept
under the rug.”

IN A CLOSED EXECUTIVE session last year on May
25, members of the Board of Supervisors discussed
the issue with Chief Rohrer. According to Chairwoman
Sharon Bulova, the meeting concluded with the chief
agreeing to consider a process for community dis-
cussion on how such a review mechanism might be
structured. The chief promised to return with some
models and strategies as well as a timeline for en-
gaging the community.

“I think it would be helpful to assure ourselves and
either confirm that the right decision was made or to
be able to go back and correct something that may
not have gone as well as it should have,” Bulova said
in October.

Since that time, it’s been a waiting game. Support-
ers of the citizen review board have been eagerly
anticipating the police chief’s recommendation. In
December, police officials decided they would not be
making a public recommendation. Instead, the chief
of police would make a secret report to the county
executive, who would then make a final recommen-
dation to members of the Board of Supervisors.

“The Police Department is just one of many stake-
holders in this issue and the recommendation will
come from the county, not the police chief,” said po-
lice spokeswoman Mary Ann Jennings in a Decem-
ber e-mail. “That will happen after all the discussions
and considerations are complete.”

NOW, AFTER MORE than a year of waiting, the
county is finally ready to move forward with a rec-
ommendation. But it’s unclear what kind of research
has been conducted by county officials in advance of
the March 29 meeting. For example, leaders of the
National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement say they have never been contacted by
anyone from the police department or county gov-
ernment.

“Maybe they are getting solid advice from people
outside the citizen oversight world,” said Phillip Eure,
immediate past president of the association. “It’s not
at all clear to me that Fairfax County officials have
consulted with the people who are most knowledge-
able about police review boards, although we remain
ready, willing and able to help them at any time.”

Police Chief Compiles Options

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon
police department through March 4.

ROBBERY
Two men robbed an 18-year-old

man in the 3100 block of Monticello
Drive around 8:25 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 26. The suspects apparently cut

the victim with a sharp instrument.
The victim was treated at the scene
for non life-threatening injuries.

A 29-year-old Alexandria-area
woman reported she was
robbed by three men around 12:30
a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 15 in the 8300
block of Brockham Drive. The victim
alleged that she was struck in the

head from behind by the suspects.
They knocked her to the ground and
took cash before fleeing. The victim
later responded to the hospital
around 2:30 a.m. and reported the
incident.

A 20-year-old man was robbed at
knifepoint in a parking lot in the
7500 block of Richmond Highway
around 10:25 a.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 16. The suspect was described as
black, between 5 feet 8 inches and 6
feet 1 inch tall, 180 to 220 pounds, in
his mid-30s and wearing a black
hoodie, a mask and black pants. The
victim was not injured and detectives
believe the victim was targeted.

DRIVING ON A SUSPENDED

DRIVER’S LICENSE/

RESISTING ARREST/ ARREST
Police conducted a traffic stop on

a vehicle around 5:40 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 26 in the 8500 block
of Laguna Court for traffic charges.
The driver was arrested after an
investigation determined he had
multiple outstanding warrants. A 26-
year-old male of Triangle was taken
to jail and the warrants were served.
He was additionally charged with
driving on a suspended driver’s
license and resisting arrest.

Crime Report
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Eligius A.
Wolicki

Dr. Eligius A. Wolicki, 83,
died Feb. 18, surrounded by
family at his home after a
long illness. Wolicki was born
in Buffalo, N.Y., to Polish
immigrants on May 10, 1927.
The youngest of five children,
he grew up during the Great
Depression, helping with the family grocery
business and excelling in school. He attended
Kensington Public High School in Buffalo and
received a wartime accelerated magna cum laude
B.S. in physics from Canisius College at the age of
19 and a Ph.D. in nuclear physics from the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame at the age of 23.

Wolicki worked at the University of Iowa before
joining the Naval Research Laboratory in Washing-
ton, D.C., in 1952. He worked there until his first
retirement in 1984. He received a Meritorious
Civilian Service award while serving as Acting
Superintendent of the Nuclear Sciences Division in
1971.

Wolicki’s second career as a consultant saw him
elected to fellowship in the American Physical
Society and also to the Institute of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers. He was proudest of coining
the term “single event upset,” a concept that was
critical to development of successful modern
satellite communications. He left his scientific
careers in 1995.

After his second retirement, he devoted himself
to playing piano, composing music, dabbling in
philosophy and continuing his world travels.
Together with his wife, Wilma, he traveled to six of
the seven continents, 40 countries and most of the
states.

Wolicki was a member of his church choir as
well as the Alexandria Harmonizers. He played
ping-pong and tennis into his 80s, danced, and
served as a volunteer role model of “can do”
activities following double-hip replacements at the
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital.

He enjoyed fellowship and service as a Brother
Knight in the Knights of Columbus, Mount Vernon
Council. He is preceded in death by his parents,
two older siblings in infancy and his brother,
Edward, who died in WWII. He is survived by an
older sister, Laura Bylebyl, of N. Tonawonda, N.Y.,
his wife of 56 years, Wilma Pitsenbarger Wolicki,

Obituaries

four children: Dr. Karol and Valerie Wolicki of
Greensboro, N.C.; Dr. Ann and Marc Ascher of
Lebanon, N.J.; Stasia and Patrick Rhoads, and
Stefanie and Scott Jarrell, all of Northern Virginia.
He also leaves five grandchildren: Caitrin, Mat-
thew and Patrick Rhoads of Alexandria, and
Thaddeus and Kadja Wolicki of Greensboro, N.C.

Services were held Feb. 23 at St. Louis Catholic
Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
KOVAR to assist intellectually disabled adults, c/o
Knights of Columbus, 8592 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria, VA 22309.

Lawrence
Crann

Lawrence Bruce Crann, 94,
died on Sunday, Feb. 27, at
Spring Hills Assisted Living in
Mount Vernon. Lawrence was
born Aug. 6, 1916, in Fall
River, Mass., and spent his
childhood in Orange, N.J. He
graduated from Newark
College of Engineering in 1942 and was commis-
sioned into the Navy shortly thereafter. He served
aboard the submarine Razorback from its commis-
sioning in 1944 until the end of World War II.
During this period, he served at various times as
Communications Officer, Diving Officer, Engineer-
ing Officer and Executive Officer. He was aboard
during all five war patrols and was present at the
signing of the peace treaty in Tokyo Bay.

Crann married Barbara McCreary in 1945 and
settled in the Mount Vernon community in 1949
where they resided for 61 years. He worked for the
Department of Agriculture, Rural Electrification
Administration, until his retirement in 1975. Crann
spent his retirement years golfing at Mount Vernon
Country Club, where he won numerous tourna-
ments, including the Seniors Championship. His
last win was at the age of 88, a two-man team
victory with golf partner Tom Nunan.

Crann was a devoted husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather. His wife Barbara died
in January 2011. He is survived by three daughters
— Wendy Newcomer of Richmond, Laurie Kitchin
of King George, Va., and Chris Bramante of
Bethesda, Md.; seven grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren. A memorial celebration will be held
at Mount Vernon Country Club at a later date.

Find us on Facebook and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
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Opinion

A
 new law to mandate very basic and
limited insurance coverage for treat-
ing autism in young children awaits
the signature of Gov. Bob

McDonnell. The added coverage will
be a lifeline to many families already
coping with major challenges.

The bill passed by wide margins with won-
derful bipartisan support (including all of our
Northern Virginia legislators). It passed 29-8
in the Senate; 73-24 in the House of Delegates.

The governor is facing a major lobbying ef-
fort by some business and insurance company
interests to veto the bill, and he has not yet
said what his intentions are. The law would
save money over time, because it will result in
young adults with autism functioning at a
higher level.

Contact him and urge him to sign this bill
into law.

ht tp ://www.governor.v i rg in ia .gov/
contact.cfm; (804) 786-2211.

SB 1062/HB 2467 verbatim:
Health insurance; mandated coverage for

autism spectrum disorder. Requires health
insurers, health care subscription plans, and
health maintenance organizations to provide
coverage for the diagnosis of autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD) and treatment for ASD
in individuals from age two to six, subject to

an annual maximum benefit of $35,000 of
coverage for applied behavior analysis. This
requirement does not apply to individual or

small group policies, contracts, or
plans. The mandate will also apply

to the state employees’ health insurance plan
and to the local choice health program. This
measure will not apply to an insurer, corpo-
ration, or health maintenance organization,
or to government employee programs, if the
costs associated with coverage exceed one
percent of premiums charged over the
experience period.

Note to Gov: Sign the Autism Bill
Bipartisan effort supports early treatment.

W
hile the City of Alexandria holds its
Saint Patrick’s Day parade early,
that leaves that much more time for

celebration on the day itself, March 17.
The Saint Patty’s Day SoberRide program will

offer 12 hours of safe passage from 4 p.m. on
Thursday, March 17th until 4 a.m. the follow-
ing day to keep impaired drivers off the road
during this traditionally high-risk holiday.

First, plan ahead to manage this yourself:
leave your car at home, take public transporta-
tion, arrange for a designated driver, or choose
to abstain if a designated driver isn’t available.

But if you find yourself needing a ride, area
residents 21 and over celebrating with alcohol
can call the SoberRide phone number 1-800-
200-TAXI for a free, safe way home (up to $30
cab fare).

Last Saint Patrick’s Day, 525 possibly im-
paired people used the SoberRide service
rather than possibly driving home impaired.
More than a third of traffic fatalities on Saint
Patrick’s Day and the early morning hours of
the next day are alcohol related nationwide.

Sponsors of this year’s Saint Patrick’s Day
SoberRide include the Restaurant Association
Metropolitan Washington, Volkswagen Group
of America and the Washington Area New Au-
tomobile Dealers Association, as well as some
of the area’s Irish restaurants, including
Ireland’s Four Provinces and Murphy’s, Ri Ra
and Sine Irish pubs.

Since 1993, this program on targeted holi-
days has provided 51,718 safe and free cab
rides home to would-be drunk drivers in the
area. See www.soberride.com.

Safe for Saint Patrick’s Day
Plan ahead to get home safe after celebrations.

Editorials

By Scott Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

B
ack when I was a student
at Waynewood Elementary,
field trips were always a

big moment. Several stick out in
my head — Jamestown &
Williamsburg in 4th Grade, Phila-
delphia in 6th Grade, and one
other — the Planetarium at Fort
Hunt High School (Carl Sandburg
Intermediate School today).

I remember learning
the difference between
the size and color of
stars and planets in the
sky, the changing of the constella-
tions, and the corny picture of the
arrival of Halley’s Comet in 1986.
Coming straight on the heels of
Star Wars IV and V, it was an amaz-
ing experience for a kid from
Northern Virginia where the sky
has never really been the best
place to stargaze.

On one of the nights
right before my election,
I was out after

midnight putting up door hang-
ers in Hybla Valley and got a call
while walking by a field at the back
of some condominiums that
backed up to Huntley Meadows
Park. While I was talking on the
phone, I started looking around
and couldn’t believe how few stars
there were due to the light pollu-
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tion. It got me thinking about how
kids in our areas probably do not
see many stars between the light
from Washington, D.C. and the
U.S. 1 Corridor.

After I was elected, I had a con-
versation with a Fairfax County
School administrator who was not
even aware of the Planetarium’s
existence — it hadn’t been used
in years due to lack of resources
to fund field trips and a lack of
staff to run the equipment.

Fairfax County teaches as-
tronomy units in 4th, 5th and 6th
Grades. Fairfax County Public
Schools also has eight planetaria —
the highest concentration in the
United States except for Dallas,
Texas. Seven of them have staff and
are operational. Carl Sandburg’s is
the only one that is not functional.

Carl Sandburg’s new principal,
Terrence Yarborough, is working on
getting the equipment operational,
locating volunteers, and staff will-
ing to be trained. I’m also working
on some funding. Hopefully, it will
be back up soon so that the chil-
dren in our community can benefit
from the same things we did as a
kids growing up in this community.

Reaching for Stars Students need to be able to see them
to imagine they can attain them.

Commentary

First Place
Stratford Landing Elemen-
tary School’s 2011 Odyssey
of the Mind 5th Grade Team
won 1st place in the Spon-
taneous category. The
students included Magnolia
Totaro, Muhammed Ali,
Garret McCown, Cole
Newman, Celia Lane, Abbie
Bougie and Avery Myart.
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HONESTY                         INTEGRITY

GET READY FOR SPRING
ADDITIONS • REPAIRS • MILLWORK

✔ LICENSED                     ✔ INSURED

RICK SHAW CONSTRUCTION, LLC

703-231-6092 703-362-4275

WWW.RICKSHAWCONSTRUCTION.COM

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
29 years of quality projects

Specializing in:
• Crown Moldings
• Wainscoting & Chair Railings
• Accent Trims
• Door & Window Trims
• Door & Hardware Installation
• Drywall Repairs
• Other Carpentry projects

LUNCH
Corned Beef, Cabbage,Carrots,

Potatoes and Irish Bread
$10.95

DINNER
Corned Beef, Cabbage, Carrots,
Potatoes, Salad and Irish Bread

$12.95

R E S T A U R A N T
Elsie’s Magic SkilletElsie’s Magic SkilletElsie’s Magic Skillet

R E S T A U R A N T
8166 Richmond Hwy.

Alex., VA
703-360-0220

Elsie’s Magic Skillet

Join Us Thursday
March 17

Two Can Dine-In
for $20.00

Lunch or Dinner Including
Appetizer, Main Course and Dessert!

Copyright 2011 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
6503 BLUE WING DR.................... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,200,000 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ..................... BELLE HAVEN EST
8601 WOODLAND HEIGHTS CT .... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $835,000 ... Detached ....... 0.71 .............. WOODLAND HEIGHTS
2314 WILKINSON PL .................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $755,000 ... Detached ....... 0.49 ................................... KIRKSIDE
8614 FORT HUNT RD ................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $733,333 ... Detached ....... 0.33 ................. FORT HUNT MANOR
7808 LEE AVE ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $725,000 ... Detached ....... 0.98 ............................ WELLINGTON
1057 DALEBROOK DR .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $642,000 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ............................ WAYNEWOOD
8510 BUCKBOARD DR ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $605,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ............... RIVERSIDE GARDENS
3101 SPRING DR .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $600,000 ... Detached ....... 0.26 ............................. VALLEY VIEW
2302 WILKINSON PL .................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $587,500 ... Detached ....... 0.36 ................................... KIRKSIDE
4212 DANDRIDGE TER................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $568,000 ... Detached ....... 0.32 ............................ SOUTHWOOD
2510 CULPEPER RD...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $565,000 ... Detached ....... 0.32 ............................... STRATFORD
7507 LINDBERG DR ..................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $562,000 ... Detached ....... 0.09 .... GROVE AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS
2440 HUNTINGTON PARK DR...... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ... PAVILIONS AT HUNTINGTON
1702 COOL SPRING DR ................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 ......... COLLINGWOOD SPRINGS
8910 CAMDEN ST ......................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 .............. STRATFORD LANDING
7949 BOLLING DR ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $525,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ............. WELLINGTON ESTATES
2495 DAWN DR ............................ 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $510,000 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ......... BELLE HAVEN MEADOWS
4404 FERRY LANDING RD ........... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $487,500 ... Detached ....... 0.51 .................... MT VERNON PARK
1128 NEAL DR .............................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $485,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ..........COLLINGWOOD ESTATES
3113 BATTERSEA LN .................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $445,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 .................. RIVERSIDE ESTATES
8331 WAGON WHEEL RD ............ 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $432,500 ... Detached ....... 0.24 .................. RIVERSIDE ESTATES
6926 COLUMBIA DR ..................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $430,000 ... Detached ....... 0.17 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
7012 POLINS CT ........................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $424,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ................................... HUNTLEY
2917 BREEZY TER ........................ 5 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $406,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 ................. PENN DAW VILLAGE
7102 FORT HUNT RD ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $400,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
2809 JEFFERSON DR ................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $379,900 ... Duplex .......... 0.09 ................. JEFFERSON MANOR
2737 CARTER FARM CT ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $372,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .... HUNTINGTON AT MT VERNON
3442 TURTLE DOVE NOOK .......... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $355,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .... GROVE AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS
5838 EDGEHILL DR ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 ... Semi-Detached ... 0.08 ................. JEFFERSON MANOR
8324 COOPER ST ......................... 6 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $349,000 ... Detached ....... 0.36 ......................... TIMOTHY PARK
5017 ROSEMONT AVE .................. 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 ... Detached ....... 0.77 ............................. GILLINGHAM
8415 BYERS DR ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $335,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .......................... SKYVIEW PARK
4111 KESWICK RD ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $324,900 ... Detached ....... 0.30 .................................. FAIRFIELD
3208 ELMWOOD DR..................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ................ BURGUNDY VILLAGE
2411 RIVERVIEW TER .................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $315,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.09 ........................... HUNTINGTON
2406 HUNTINGTON AVE #B1 ...... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $311,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.12 ........................... HUNTINGTON
8473 BYERS DR ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $310,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .......................... SKYVIEW PARK
7414 CONVAIR DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $309,564 ... Detached ....... 0.36 .......................... HYBLA VALLEY
6721 QUANDER RD ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $305,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
8023 ASHBORO DR ...................... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $302,338 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .................................. FAIRFIELD
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #214 .......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $299,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
3022 KINGS VILLAGE RD ............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $295,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............. VILLAGE AT GUM SPGS
8312 ORVILLE ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $293,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 ......................... TIMOTHY PARK
5903 MOUNT EAGLE DR #801 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $277,500 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
3903 ELMWOOD DR..................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $260,000 ... Detached ....... 0.19 .................. BURGUNDY MANOR
8112 KEELER ST ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $250,000 ... Detached ....... 0.26 ............. WOODLAWN TERRACE
6606 10TH ST #A2 ....................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $244,500 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................. BELLE VIEW
6631 WAKEFIELD DR #208 .......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $239,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ........................... RIVER TOWERS

In January 2011, 68 homes sold between $1,200,000-$66,000
 in the Mount Vernon area.

This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $1,200,000-$239,000 range.
For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home Sales

Summer Web
Internships

Available
Educational internships
available for enthusiastic
college students to join our
new website launch team.
This is an exciting opportu-
nity to help develop con-
tent and sections for our
new website, due to launch
in late spring. Throughout
the summer, we’ll be add-
ing specifics to our enter-
tainment and events sec-
tions, creating special pro-
jects and content, and
exploring new media.
Internships are unpaid, but
offer an unusual chance to
work with award-winning
editors while developing
first-rate online presence.
Internships require a com-
mitment of at least six
weeks, 16-40 hours a week.
Please email a statement of
interest and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com.
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 20

See Redistricting,  Page 22

By Linda T. “Toddy” Puller

State Senator (D-36)

T
his year’s General Assembly Ses-
sion ended one day late. Bud-
get negotiators worked to reach
a compromise on the budget re-

solving the differences between the Senate
and the House. For FY 2012, $75.6 million
in funds from the General Fund (GF) were
added for K-12 education by reaching a com-
promise between the Senate’s proposal of
$100.6 million and the House’s reduction

by $0.7 million. Additional
funding of $68.8 million was
included for Medicaid pro-
vider restorations and $30
million was appropriated to
the Behavioral and Develop-
mental Services Trust Fund in

response to concerns raised by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. The purpose of the fund
is to transition individuals from state train-
ing centers into the community. In the area
of Public Safety, state aid was partially re-
stored to localities with police departments.

With regard to the proposed reinstate-
ment of the 5 percent employee Virginia
Retirement System (VRS) contribution, a
compromise was reached to require Virginia
state employees to pay 5 percent into their
retirement accounts and receive a 5 percent
raise to offset the contribution. Employees
hired after July 1, 2010 will continue to pay
the required 5 percent retirement contribu-
tion as outlined under the 2010 pension
reform but will not receive the 5 percent
raise. Retirement contributions for teach-
ers were not changed at the state level.

The Route 1 Transportation Study bill that
I introduced passed and is to be funded at
around $1.5 million. This first critical phase

will look at the scope of what the whole
study should include.

“Ashley’s Law” that I introduced in the
Senate passed. It amends the Code of Vir-
ginia relating to emergency vehicles pro-
ceeding through intersections. I introduced
the bill after one of my constituents, Ashley
McIntosh, was killed when a police officer
ran a red light without a siren at a high
speed on Route 1 during icy, winter condi-
tions. This requires that emergency vehicle
operators have both their sirens and flash-
ing lights on or be able to stop when pro-
ceeding through a red light.

I also put forward a bill to require that
the party against whom a Freedom of In-
formation Act petition is brought be pro-
vided a copy of the petition prior to the fil-
ing of the petition. This bill was offered in
response to the filing of petitions against
Prince William County Schools who were
not notified of the petition and had to rush
to respond to the suits.

SB 1339 amends Virginia’s Code regard-
ing population projections for comprehen-
sive planning in urban development areas.
These projections may now be based either
on the Weldon Cooper Center for Public
Service of the University of Virginia or the
Council of Government (COG) estimates. I
carried this bill at the request of Prince
William County.

Other bills that I introduced included: the
allowance of purchasing direct recording
electronic voting machines from any source
to meet legal mandates for accessible voting
equipment; the designation of October 2011
and the years thereafter as “Family History
Month”; the issuance of a license plate cel-
ebrating the 100th anniversary of Fort
Belvoir; and the enactment into law of the
constitutional amendment adopted by vot-

ers in November 2010 providing a property
tax exemption for veterans who have a 100
percent, service-related disability or their
surviving spouses. This includes both the
principal residence and the land on which it
is situated. Effective date is Jan. 1, 2011.

As a result of my initiative on SJ 294, the
Joint Commission on Health Care will study
the growing health issue of eating disorders.

We were able to prevent the privatization
of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC)
stores that the Governor proposed this year.
The ABC bill came before the Senate Com-
mittee I chair. I refused to bring the bill up
for consideration as I had told the
Governor’s staff that I would not bring up
the bill unless the House of Delegates acted
on it first. The Republican Chair in the
House also refused to consider the bill.

ABC has worked well for Virginians for
nearly 80 years. The system makes a wide
variety of products available in clean, rea-
sonably located and safe stores statewide.
The operation is transparent and free of the
corruption that has plagued other states.
And ABC has been profitable. In good times
and bad, ABC generates badly needed rev-
enue for critical state services, including
public education, law enforcement and
mental health. I was against this initiative
from the beginning. The Virginia ABC sys-
tem seems to work, is not broken and
doesn’t need fixing. There was also a fear
that the number of stores would be in-
creased from 333 to 1000, liquor costs
would rise and funds to the government
would decrease. The Governor says he will
bring this issue back up next year.

For the rest of March, we will be working
on re-districting and will go back to Rich-
mond in April to develop the redistricting
plan.

Compromise Budget Aids Education

General

Assembly

Report

By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

O
n April 4, we will return to Rich
mond for a constitutionally-man-
dated special session to consider

vetoes and draw boundaries for state and
federal legislators’ districts. The Board of
Supervisors controls redistricting for Super-
visors and School Board seats.

The Constitution of Vir-
ginia requires every district
to “be composed of contigu-
ous and compact territory
and shall be so constituted

as to give, as nearly as is practicable, repre-
sentation in proportion to the population
of the district.” There is no requirement that
districts be drawn to protect incumbents,
consider the political implications of the
lines, or yield to communities of interest.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 also re-
quires the General Assembly to take no step
that effectively dilutes minority voting
rights. Also, because of Virginia’s history of
racial discrimination, all of our electoral
activities are subject to the review of the

Department of Justice before they become
final.

The 2010 Census found that Virginia now
has 8,001,024 people. Most of the popula-
tion growth in Virginia has occurred in
Northern Virginia, primarily in Prince Will-
iam and Loudoun Counties. Northern Vir-
ginia is expected to gain 2.5 delegate seats
and one senate seat in the exurbs between
Fredericksburg and Leesburg. Hampton
Roads will lose a seat along with Southwest
Virginia and probably Southside Virginia.
This could give the more populous areas
more leverage in the legislature.

I support bipartisan or nonpartisan redis-
tricting. Elected officials should not draw
their own districts. In the past two years,
the State Senate passed legislation to es-
tablish bipartisan redistricting, but the
House of Delegates killed it. The Governor
also campaigned on redistricting reform but
did little to press it during this legislative
session. He has set up a bipartisan commis-
sion to make recommendations and ap-
pointed Mount Vernon resident Jean Jensen
to serve. Feel free to send them your sug-
gestions or ideas.

The House and Senate will propose their
plans later this month and the public will
have an opportunity to comment in writing
and via public hearing. You can design your
own plan, on this website - http://
gardow.com/davebradlee/redistricting and
if you would like it to be considered. All of
the Virginia census and political perfor-
mance data have been uploaded.

The General Assembly will vote on plans
in the first week of April. The plans will then
go to the Governor for signature or amend-
ment and then on to the U.S. Department
of Justice for approval. Political primaries
will take place two-and-a-half months later
than usual, on Aug. 23.

Roughly speaking, the 44th District cur-
rently includes both sides of U.S. 1 to the
Potomac River and from Huntington Avenue
to Woodlawn minus the communities of
Belleview, Marlan Forest, Villamay, Hollin
Hills, and Kirkside which are represented
by Del. David Englin. The 44th District, with
79,833 people, is the closest to the “ideal”
in the entire state out of 100 districts. It is

44th Changes But Also Stays the Same

Richmond

Report

Keep Westgrove
A Natural Park
To the Editor:

I encourage support for master plan-
ning for Westgrove Park, an ecologi-
cally sensitive parcel, and to avoid its
“interim use” as a dog park. These 21-
acres are in a vulnerable area, close
to the Potomac River and draining into
Dyke Marsh. Dyke Marsh is a unique
ecosystem and the largest temperate
freshwater tidal marsh in the National
Park Service (NPS) system. According
to NPS scientists, it is the only climax
riverine cattail marsh in the system.
It is the last extensive freshwater tidal
marsh system on the Potomac River
in our area.

In 2003, Audrey Calhoun, then su-
perintendent of the NPS’ George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway, stated that
Westgrove Park, in its natural state,
“will help ensure the protection and
preservation of Dyke Marsh.” Because
of NPS’ interest, their staff did a one-
day inventory and, through this small
sample, found 150 plant species, 25
species of birds, nine species of but-
terflies, and seven species of dragon-
flies. A Fairfax County Park Authority
(FCPA) study done in 2004/5 de-
scribes the meadow habitats at
Westgrove as “relatively uncommon in
Fairfax County.” It is important to note
that studies have shown that dogs par-
ticularly threaten ground-nesting birds
and can cause a 40 percent drop in bird
numbers and a 35 percent drop in bird
species. It would take years to recre-
ate the trees, vegetation, and wildlife
that currently exist in Westgrove Park.

As a neighbor to Belleview Elemen-
tary School, Westgrove Park is ideally
suited to support the movement to-
ward outdoor education for children.

Although it has been disturbed over
the years, Westgrove Park is part of a
green corridor that connects to Dyke
Marsh. Such corridors are infrastruc-
tures, imperative to viable ecosystems
because they protect biodiversity and
allow species to move or spread.
Westgrove is one of our few remain-
ing natural areas and I believe it wise
to keep it in its natural state. “Interim
use” as an off-leash dog park will
cause further disturbance. Let’s work
through the master planning process
to preserve these 21 acres as a pro-
tected, natural park, filled with native
plants and animals.

Eleanor F. Quigley
Mt. Vernon Representative

Fairfax County Tree Commission
Quigley is writing for herself, not for the

Commission.

Responsibility
Matters
To the Editor:

One of the most controversial issues
with Fairfax County Schools and

Letters
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To View Additional Photos Of Our Listings Please Go To  www.PooleBraunTeam.com

703-960-3100
PooleBraunTeam@aol.com

Poole / Braun Team
Long and Foster Realtors

Poole / Braun Team
Long and Foster Realtors

Long and Foster Realtors
703-960-3100 • 703-813-ALEX

400 King Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Enjoy your
own dock and
boatlift, sited
on 140’ of
waterfront,
with this cus-
tom Boucher
home!
Features four

large bedrooms, four full and two half baths,
four fireplaces, large gourmet kitchen, and
two car garage, with huge windows and
decks to take in the sweeping panorama!

Alex/Yacht Haven $1,975,000
4813 Tarpon Lane
Waterfront Living!

Wellington Estates $749,900
7945 Bolling Drive
Attention to Detail

Custom home
built in 2004
filled with light
from towering
windows. Open
two story din-
ing room adja-
cent to chef’s
kitchen.  5/6

bedrooms, three full and one half baths. Versatile
floor plan allows flexible use of rooms on all three
levels.  All this plus two story guest suite with
separate entrance, kitchenette and laundry.

Waynewood $524,900
8413 Conover Place
Move-In Condition

This classic
home has
many updates
to include
replaced win-
dows, refin-
ished hard-
wood floors,
new carpet on

lower level, and newer HVAC systems, just to name
a few. Four bedrooms, two full and one half bath-
rooms on two levels with over 2500 sq ft. Walk from
formal dining room to deck and wonderful yard.

Waynewood $649,900
8518 Culver Place

Living Large!
This home has
over 2500 sq ft of
living area with a
huge addition
that adds a mas-
ter suite, extra
bedroom, and
family room.  A
total of 5 bed-
rooms and 2 full

plus 2 half baths makes this perfect for a large family.
The kitchen has been completely remodeled to accom-
modate a busy lifestyle with top of the line appliances,
cabinets, island and large dining area. A must see!

Alex/Hollin Hills $724,500
7720 Elba Road

Contemporary Classic
Meticulously
maintained by
original owners.
Deceivingly
spacious 2 level
home with 5
bedrooms, 3 full
baths, 2 floor to
ceiling brick

fireplaces.  Light filled living room and formal dining
room, spacious eat-in kitchen, master bedroom suite
with full bath and family room.  Beautiful hardwood
floors on main level.

Alex/Hollin Hills $749,900
1808 Drury Lane

Secluded Two Level Contemporary
New features
enhance the
original mid-
century mod-
ern aesthetic!
This 2 level
home has four
bedrooms and
three full

baths. This home will not disappoint with
remodeled chef’s kitchen, adjacent family room,
large dining room, remodeled baths, and lower
level recreation room. Too many details to list!

Alex/Hollin Hills $649,900
1939 Marthas Road

Special Contemporary
Classic Hollin
Hills contem-
porary with
large master
bedroom and
family room
addition with
beautiful pri-
vate yard and

carport!  Three bedrooms, two full baths, den,
large living room with fireplace, gourmet
kitchen with Viking stove, parquet floors.
Lots of light and space.

Alex/Hollin Hills  $749,900
1922 Marthas Road

Spacious One Level Living
Bright one-
level contem-
porary with
over 2300 sq
ft of living
space. On
breath-taking
landscaped
and wooded

lot.  Brand new bamboo flooring throughout,
this 4 bedroom, 3 full bath house includes a
huge master suite addition. Floor to ceiling win-
dows throughout bring the outdoors inside!

Alex/Randall $599,900
2200 Shiver Drive

Famously Designed Contemporary
Custom all
brick two
level home
designed by
Dr. Jerome
Linsay, for-
mer architect
at Howard
University.

This green home has triple pane windows,
zoned heat, solar hot water heater, and gen-
erator back up. Each of the four bedrooms
has soaring windows to let in the light.

Alex/Virginia Hills $379,900
3718 Logan Court

Expanded One Level Living Plus Garage
This expanded
and upgraded
rambler fea-
tures an amaz-
ingly open and
bright kitchen
addition, mas-
ter bedroom
addition with

walk-in closet, large master bath and French doors
to patio. Three bedrooms, two full baths. roof, win-
dows, siding, HVAC replaced in 2004. All this plus
oversized two car garage with walk-up storage!

Old Town $429,900
902 Franklin Street

Historic Home in Great Location
Charming all-brick
detached townhome
built in 1820.  Spiral
staircase leads to two
upper level bedrooms
and full bath.  Main
level with wide-plank
oak floors in living
room and dining
room. Remodeled
kitchen leads to large
fenced backyard with
patio. Steps to bus!

Alex/Quaker Ridge $739,900
3549 Goddard Way

Almost New Four Level Townhome
This exceptional townhome
with over 3400 sq ft of liv-
ing space. Huge thought
has been given to every
detail with the entire third
floor comprising of master
suite with luxurious bath-
room, two walk-in closets
and den. Gourmet kitchen,
second story deck and
walk-out basement are just
a few details for this 4 bed-
room with 2 full and 2 half
bath home.

Alex/Beauregard  $415,000
698 N Armistead Street

Large Townhome-Close In Location
This 3 bed-
room with 3
full and one
half bath
townhome
has over 2500
sq ft of living
space on 3
levels.

Updates galore in this wonderful home to
include Brazilian cherry floors, new carpet,
paint, roof, windows and too many other
details to list. This home is a must see!

Alex/Del Ray $195,000
3311 Commonwealth Avenue #1

Charming and Quaint!
Wonderful
one bed-
room and
one bath
condo in
convenient
Auburn
Village.
This 700

sq ft condo has bright white kitchen
cabinets and roomy dining and living
room.  Steps away from shopping, bus
line.

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $899,000
3612 Becherer Road

Media Room for the Tech Savvy
Brick front
colonial built
in 2004 with
over 5500 sq ft
of living space.
Huge bed-
rooms, soar-
ing 2 story liv-
ing room, and

gourmet kitchen. This home is designed for
entertaining, including a finished lower level
with a media room that begs for a bowl of pop-
corn.  A must see home in move-in condition.

Alex/Del Ray
116 E Bellefonte

Two Story Addition!
This updated
three story
home offers
lots of space
and a great
location just off
Mount Vernon
Avenue!
Convenient to

everything Del Ray has to offer. Two level addition
adds sitting room to master bedroom and formal
dining room off updated kitchen.  All this and a
large yard and off street parking.
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Fairfax County REAL ESTATE

Vienna
3.31%

$572,926

Fairfax
2.59%

$410 780

Great Falls
–3.92%

$936,664

entrevil
3 92%

Chantilly
4.08%

$385,049

McLean
2.10%

$761,156

Reston
1.98%

$354,331

kton
1.29%

$610

Falls Churchh
3 50%

Herndon
4.20%

$392,002

Dranesville District Supervisor John Foust (D)  
saw a 4.29% gain in his property value when compared to 2010.  

The county valued Foust's house at $2,765,510 last year and $2,884,060 this year.  
Most McLean homes saw a smaller bump in their home values.Most McLean homes saw a smaller bump in their home values.

Hunter Mill Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D)  
saw her assessment stay flat this year,  

unlike most Reston households that saw  
a slight increase in their home values.  

H 2011 t th l t $545 440Her 2011 assessment, the same as last year, was $545,440

Springfield Supervisor Patrick Herrity (R)  
saw his home valuhi h l e remain flat this year. i fl t thi

Herrity owns a house in Clifton a house in Clifton
assessed at $525,750 in both 2010 and 2011.

Fairfax County Chairman Sharon Bulova (D) 
saw a much larger increase in her real estate assessment h l i i h l t t t

than most households in the county.  
Bulova's assessment went up 12.33%  

from $526,990 in 2010 to $591,990 in 2011. 

Providence Supervisor Linda Smyth (D) 
saw her home assessment remain flat this year. h h t i fl t thi

Smyth's house was valued at  
$482,080 in both 2010 and 2011. 

Sully Supervisor Michael Freyy (R) 
saw a 6.69% increase in 6 69% i i

the value of his home over the lasst year. 
Frey's home was assessed aat 

$195,410 in 2010 and $208,480 inn 2011. 
His home assessment increassed 

more than most Centreville residences.

$535,298 (2.1%)
$318,614 (3.73%)
$211,281 (2.53%) 

Single Family Detached  
Townhouse  

Condos  

2011 County Average (Percent Change)

s home assessment in 2011. saw a slight increase of .58% in his
worth $641,330 and  Last year, his home was w

at $645,030. this year it is valued 
codes saw a larger bump of Most households in Alexandria ZIP 

ate assessments.1.64% in their real esta

t Vernon Supervisort VernoouMount Gerry Hyland (D) 
only member of the Fairfax County board l b f th F i f C t b dwas the oth
see his assessment drop this year. to 
yland lost .45% of his home value, Hy
ng him from $402,810 to $400,999.taki

Braddock Supervisor John Cook (R )
saw a 6.1% increase in the value of 6 1% i i th l f

his house when compared to last year. 
Cook's home was valued at  

$381,570 in 2010 and $404,860 in 2011. 
Cook's assessment increased more  

than most houses in his Springfield ZIP code.

ZIP CODE AREA 2010 MEAN 2011 MEAN PERCENT CHANGE
Alexandria 359,674 365,567 1.64
Annandale 352,988 363,833 3.07
Burke 367,728 383,535 4.30
Centreville 313,922 326,231 3.92
Chantilly 369,952 385,049 4.08
Clifton 619,233 612,466 –1.09
Fairfax 400,391 410,780 2.59
Fairfax Station 583,177 590,103 1.19
Falls Church 352,035 364,364 3.50
Great Falls 974,906 936,664 –3.92
Herndon 376,196 392,002 4.20
Lorton 313,608 323,252 3.08
McLean 745,486 761,156 2.10
Oakton 602,520 610,272 1.29
Reston 347,456 354,331 1.98
Springfield 344,733 356,285 3.35
Vienna 554,550 572,926 3.31

2011 Assessments

Changes in Real Estate Values
Across the Region

Alexandria 0.46%
Arlington 1.4%
Fairfax 2.34%
Loudoun 2.45%
Prince William 5%
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Entertainment

Team from ‘Chicago’ Reaps Awards
Work on Little Theatre
of Alexandria’s
musical honored.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
here may have been many Alexandrians
and Arlingtonians who walked away
from this year’s Washington Area The-

atre Community Honors (WATCH) award cer-
emony at the Birchmere Sunday evening with-
out the trophies in their hands that they had
hoped to get, but the quality of the creative work
on one show, the Little Theatre of Alexandria’s
production of the Kander and Ebb musical “Chi-
cago” simply could not be denied. That show’s
director, its musical director and its choreogra-
pher copped a trifecta of awards.

There had been no fewer than 16 nominations
for awards for work at the Little Theatre of Alex-
andria as well as 15 for The Arlington Players
and seven for Dominion stage, but the produc-
tions of Elden Street Players who perform in
Herndon dominated the evening. They had en-
tered with 32 nominations and their victories
were announced a total of 17 times throughout
the evening.

The big winner of the evening was Elden
Street’s production of the musical “Rent” and it
happened to have been nominated in many of
the same categories as the Little Theatre of
Alexandria’s “Chicago.” In the 18 categories for
which work on “Rent” was nominated, it won in
14. But its juggernaut could not totally displace
“Chicago.”

“Chicago” at the Little Theatre of Alexandria
had been nominated in eight categories, often in
direct competition with “Rent” and the nominee
from “Rent” walked away with the trophy. How-
ever, twice the result was a tie between the two,
with trophies going to both, including the prizes
for Susan Devine who won the Outstanding Di-
rection of a Musical award in a tie with Todd C.
Huse who directed “Rent’” and orchestra conduc-
tor Paul Nasto who won the Outstanding Musi-
cal Direction of a Musical award in a tie with
“Rent’s” John-Michael d’Haviland.

Amy Carson didn’t have to share her award.
She walked away with the single trophy for Out-
standing Choreography for a Musical.

One other award was given for work at the Little
Theatre of Alexandria. It went to Paul Morton for
Outstanding Hair Design for a Play for his work on
“Lady Windermere’s Fan.” In addition, Barbara
Esquibel won the Outstanding Costume Design for
a Musical for her designs for The Arlington Players’
production of “The Producers.”

The Washington Area Theatre Community Hon-
ors program was launched with the 2000 season
and has grown to cover 31 community theatre
companies in Virginia, Maryland and the District
of Columbia. Those companies presented 121 eli-
gible productions in 2010 which were adjudicated
for this year’s awards. Other theaters garnering
multiple awards this year included the Port To-
bacco Players of Maryland with seven awards,
Colonial Players of Annapolis (three) the Reston
Community Players (two) and Silver Spring Stage
(two).

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Cast, crew and supporters of the Little Theatre of Alexandria celebrate at the Washington Area Theatre
Community Honors Awards ceremony March 6 at The Birchmere. LTA took home four awards.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Susan Devine, left,  took home the Outstanding
Achievement in Direction of a Musical award for
her work on the LTA production of “Chicago.”
Devine shared the award with Todd Huse, who won
for his direction of “Rent” at the Elden Street
Players theatre in Herndon.

Jordan Hougham  and Bethany Blakey perform
“Nowadays” from “Chicago” at the WATCH Awards
ceremony March 6 at The Birchmere. Hougham and
Blakey were nominated for Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Lead Actress in a Musical for the LTA
production.
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Tickets at the door are $15 for adults and $12 for youth/seniors. Special dinner show
 tickets are available online and must be purchased by Monday, March 28th

before 5:00 p.m.  Dinner show ticket prices are $30 for adults and $25 for youth.

ALDERSGATE CHURCH COMMUNITY THEATER
presents

Discount Tickets and Information
www.acctonline.org

For more information call 703-660-2611
1301 Collingwood Rd. Alexandria, Virginia 22309

by George Batson
Produced by special arrangement
with Samuel French, Inc.

Produced by Bailey R. Center

Directed by Liz Owens

March 18-April 2
March 20, 27, April 3
March 31

Fridays & Saturdays, 8 p.m.
Sunday Matinees, 2 p.m.

Special Thursday Dinner Show, 7 p.m.

See Entertainment,  Page 17

Entertainment

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental

Activists Needed. 6
to 9 p.m. Clean up your
community, your
country, your planet —
meet with the Sierra
Club at its new NOVA
Hub in Del Ray, 2312
Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria.
RSVP to Phillip Ellis,
Sierra Club Field
Organizer at 571-970-
0257 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

NOW TO MARCH 31
Woodlawn

Needlework
Exhibition. America’s
oldest and largest
display of historic and
contemporary
needlework will be
showcased at the 48th
Annual Woodlawn
Needlework Exhibition.
Hundreds of needle
workers from around
the world, both
professional and
amateur, enter their
creations each year. Demonstrations
throughout the month will highlight a
variety of techniques for the visitor.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wednesday - Monday during March.
Admission prices are $10 for adults
and $5 for students through 12th
grade. At Woodlawn Plantation, 9000
Richmond Highway, three miles west
of Mount Vernon. Call 703-780-4000
or visit www.woodlawn1805.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 10
“Race to Nowhere” Screening. 7 to 9

p.m. Documentary film examines the

culture of education and achievement
in America. Tickets are $15/door; $10
online at http://
www.racetonowhere.com/epostcard/
4135. At Mt. Vernon High School Little
Theatre, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road, Alexandria.

Pat Wictor. 7 p.m. Part of the Second
Thursday Music at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Tickets
are $10. Call 703-548-0035 or
nvfaa.org.

MARCH 10-13
“Cultivating Nonviolent Speech.” His

holiness Paramhans
Swami
Maheshwarananda
(known as Swamiji), a
spiritual leader and
Mahamandaleshwar,
humanitarian,
environmental advocate,
author, and founder of
Yoga in Daily Life, brings
his teachings to a three-
day program held at
Yoga in Daily Life, 2402
Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria.
The schedule and fees
for the March 10-13
conclave are:
Thursday, March 10, 7
p.m., Welcome Satsang.
$15 suggested donation.
Friday, March 11, 7
p.m., Public Lecture –
Cultivating Nonviolent
Speech; $15.
Saturday, March 12, 9
a.m. – 3 p.m., Yoga
Workshop including
asanas, talk by Swamiji,
yoga nidra (deep
relaxation), pranayama
(breathing techniques),
and meditation. Lunch
included; $45.

Saturday, March 12, 7 p.m., Stewards of
the Earth – an evening of music and
inspiration featuring Eco Voce and the
Earth Sangha; $20.

Sunday, March 13, 7 p.m., Farewell
Satsang. Suggested donation, $15.

Greg Roland as Conrad Birdie (center) sings one
of his hit songs while the MacAfee family looks
on.  (From left): Heather Hartzell, Dru Hortum,
Sibet Partee and Virginia Coffield.

MARCH 11-12
”Bye Bye Birdie.” March 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m. At St. Stephen’s & St.

Agnes Upper School, Chapel/Performing Arts Center, 1000 St.
Stephen’s Road, Alexandria. Visit www.sssas.org/arts
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

From Page 16

Entertainment

A discounted rate of $100 is available for all events,
though participants may sign up for individual
events/programs.  All programs are open to the
public and reservations are requested.  All
programs are held at Yoga in Daily Life, 2402 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

On-line reservations may be made and further
information may be found at:
www.yogaindailylifeus.org or by calling 703-299-
8946.

FRIDAY/MARCH 11
Silhouette Artist Karl Johnson. Silhouettes are

all hand-cut, original works of art. Will appear at
Hurray for Books, 1555 King Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092. Visit www.cutarts.com or call
805-230-9293.

“Celtic Aire.” 8 p.m. Free. An evening of Celtic
music performed by the U.S. Air Force Band
Chamber Players. At George Washington Masonic
National Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. Call 202-767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil.

MARCH 11, 12, 18, 19
A Night of Broadway. 8 p.m. Featuring Lisa Anne

Bailey and Kat Brais, accompanied by Charlie
Manship. Presented by Zemfira Stage.  Tickets are
$15/general; $10/students/seniors. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-615-6626.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
“Would You Rather” Giving Circle. 2 p.m.

Tickets are $10. Performances by WMP Musicians
and a Champagne Reception.  At The Lyceum, 201
S. Washington St., Alexandria. Contact WMPA at
wmpa@earthlink.net or 703-799-8229.

Tauxemont Silent Auction. 6:30 p.m. Tickets are
$25 at the door. Come celebrate Tauxemont
Treasures and help raise money for Tauxemont
Cooperative Preschool. At Mount Vernon Country
Club, 5111 Old Mill Road, Alexandria.

“Tracing Your Civil War Ancestors.” 1 p.m. Cost
is $10. Presented by experts from the National
Archives and Records Administration. Archives

specialists Constance Potter and Katherine Vollen
will review some of the many Union and
Confederate records and resources for researching
Civil War ancestors. At Fort Ward Museum, 4301
West Braddock Road, Alexandria. Reservations
suggested at 703-746-4848 or visit
www.fortward.org.

Scout Day. 1 to 3 p.m. Fee is $10/Scout. Scouts will
learn how to explore their own family histories
through oral history, story-telling, and games. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden. Call 703-
548-1789 or visit www.leefendallhouse.org.

Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Swordsmen tours last one hour and include re-
enactment of 18th-century swordplay and a
display and discussion of 18th-century weapons.
Admission is $5, ages 5 and up. At Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street, Old
Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242.

Metro Talent Explore. 8 p.m. The Metro Talent

Explore is an opportunity for six
local acts from the Washington
D.C., Maryland, and Virginia areas
to showcase their talents At T.C.
Williams High School.

MARCH 12-13
Verdi’s Requiem. Saturday at 8
p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m. Presented by
the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra, under the direction of
Kim Allen Kluge. In addition to
welcoming soloists Jan Cornelius,
Stacey Rishoi, Scott Six, and Gustav
Andreassen, the ASO is
collaborating with several local
choruses: The Alexandria Choral
Society, the Metropolitan Chorus,
the Heritage Signature Chorale, and
the NOVA Community Chorus.   At
the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall and Arts Center. Call 703-548-
0885 for tickets or visit
www.alexsym.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 13
Bach Vespers at Westminster.

Sundays, March 13, 20, 27; April 3 and 10, all at 6
p.m.  At Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2701
Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria. Visit www.wpc-
alex.org

TUESDAY/MARCH 15
Mount Vernon Evening Lions. 6:30 p.m. social; 7

p.m. dinner. Ian roberts will be speaking about the
Crop Walk. At Pema’s Restaurant. All are
welcomed. Contact Andrea Corsillo at 703-960-
4973.

Mount Vernon Genealogical Society. 1 p.m.
Free. Meeting features a presentation entitled
“Genealogical Gems in the U.S. Serial Set,” by
Claire Bettag. Meets at Hollin Hall senior Center,
Room 112, 1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Visit http://www.MVGenealogy.org or contact
Harold McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 16
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10.

With the Hot Buttered Nuggets. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St., Alexandria.

“Race to Nowhere” Screening. 7 to 9 p.m.
Documentary film examines the culture of
education and achievement in America. Tickets are
$15/door; $10 online at www.burgundyfarm.org.
At Burgundy Farm Country Day School, 3700
Burgundy Road, Alexandria.

Cookbook Talk. 9:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Jane
Mengenhauser, the food editor for The Journal for
10 years with her column, “Kitchen Sampler,” will
speak on “Cookbooks - Old and New”. Public is
invited and you may bring one or two cookbooks
with your prized recipes for Show and Tell. At
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/MARCH 17
“Meet the Legends” Reception. 5:30 to 8:30

p.m. Silent auction and live auction, special guests
the Hon. William D. Euille, mayor of Alexandria
and Gen. George Washington, portrayed by Don
DeHaven. Tickets are $35/advance; $45/door. At
the Patent & Trademark Office, 600 Dulaney
Street, Alexandria. Send payments to Living
Legends P.O. Box 10485, Alexandria VA 22310.
Visit AlexandriaLegends@ninatisara.com.

MARCH 18 THROUGH APRIL 3
“Design for Murder.” A whodun’ it murder

mystery by George Batson, produced by Bailey R.
Center and directed by Liz Owens. Presented by
Aldersgate Church Community Theater. Tickets
are $15/adults; $12/youth/seniors. March 18-
April 3 Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m.; March 20,
27, April 3 Sunday Matinees, 2 p.m.; and March
31 Special Thursday, Dinner Show, 7 p.m. Dinner
show tickets are available only online and must be
purchased by Monday, March 28 before 5 p.m.
Dinner show ticket prices are $30 for adults and
$25 for youth. Discount tickets at
www.acctonline.org. At Aldersgate United
Methodist Church, 1301 Collingwood Rd.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Movies with a Mission. 4:30 p.m. Free. “Good Fortune.” This film

explores how massive international efforts to alleviate poverty in
Africa may be undermining the very communities they aim to
benefit. Screening will be followed by a discussion and gallery
walk. Reservations are requested, as seating is limited. At the
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street, Alexandria.
Contact 703-746-4356.



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 10-16, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

MASONRY MASONRY

Ray’s Welding

www.BenRayWelding.com

(703) 960-1571
Repair

Remount
Rails Installed New

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Gutter Resetting
Ice Damage Repair

Gutter Guards

M&O REPAIR

703-843-4792
HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

LANDSCAPING

EmploymentEmployment

Garden Center Laborer

and Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing  people  to  stock  our  products  at   a
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for  weekend work.  For job  descriptions
and locations go to www.bellimpact.com

Licensed Therapist 
UMFS is seeking a full time Licensed 

Therapist to work in an 8 bed, youth resi-
dential crisis center in Centreville. Must 

have LCSW, LPC or comparable license & a 
Master's in a related field. Provides psychi-
atric assistance to mentally and/or emotion-
ally disturbed youths. Provides therapeutic 
guidance to treatment team on clinical & 

group process issues. Supervises Treatment 
Team. Residential experience req’d. Super-

visory experience preferred. Bi-lingual a 
plus. On-call is req’d. Apply online at 

www.umfs.org. EOE

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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School Notes

Send announcements to the Mount Vernon Ga-
zette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper.
Photos are encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

The Mount Vernon High School Spring
Mulch Sale is underway. The delivery date is
Saturday, April 9 and orders should be received by
March 29.  The proceeds will support the senior
class All-Night Grad Party to keep students safe.
The price is $5 ($2.50 tax deductible) for a 3 cu-
bic feet bag of shredded hard bark mulch.  Orders
of 10 bags or more will be delivered to homes in
selected ZIP codes.  To order or for more informa-
tion, go to the MVHS website (www.fcps.edu/
MtVernonHS) or contact Robin Gordon at 703-799-
1330 or email MVHSparentcouncil@gmail.com.

The University of Mary Washington has
announced its dean’s list for the fall semester of the
2010-11 academic year. The following area stu-
dents are among the 781 students who have been
named to the Dean’s List:

❖ Melinda Allen, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Erin Burke, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Emily Webber, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Elizabeth Gillispie, a junior, from Alexan-

dria
❖ Madina Ahmadzai, a senior, from Alexan-

dria
❖ Mara Cate, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Elizabeth Crowe, a junior, from Alexandria
❖ Andrew Cole, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Calvin Clessas, a junior, from Alexandria
❖ Laura Page, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Kwabena Owusu, a sophomore, from Alex-

andria
❖ Robert Schoonover, a sophomore, from

Alexandria
❖ Lauren Floyd, a freshman, from Alexandria
❖ Paola Maldonado-Torres, a junior, from

Alexandria
❖ Matthew Motley, a senior, from Alexandria
❖ Duy Bui, a senior, from Alexandria

John E. Roessler, a resident of Alexandria,
has earned a Master of Business Administration,
Managing in the Global Economy from Excelsior
College.

Send announcements to the Gazette, by e-mail
to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper.
Photos and artwork encouraged. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

Historic Mount Vernon announced that
Rebecca Aloisi has been hired as the Vice President
of Marketing. Ms. Aloisi will lead the team respon-
sible for marketing, media relations, social media
and advertising at the most popular historic home
in America.

Mount Vernon Cardiology Associates, lo-
cated in Alexandria, was granted accreditation by
the Intersocietal Commission for the Accreditation
of Echocardiography Laboratories (ICAEL). The
laboratory is one of a growing number of
echocardiography laboratories in the United States,
Canada and Puerto Rico to be so recognized for its
commitment to high quality patient care and its
provision of quality diagnostic testing.

Dr. David C. Weintritt’s new Breast Cancer
Clinic at INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital offers the
latest advancements in genetic testing, cancer pre-
vention, and treatment. High Risk Analysis and
Screening is now offered to the public to assess
breast cancer risk. The clinic is located at the Yel-
low Lobby Entrance of Inova’s Mount Vernon
Hospital at 2501 Parkers Lane, Alexandria. Valet
parking is available. Clinic Hours are Mondays:
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and Wednesdays: 8:30 a.m.
- 3:30 p.m. Call 703-313-8808.

Inova Mount Vernon Hospital’s Hyper-
baric Oxygen Unit was granted a four-year
reaccreditation with special distinction by the Un-
dersea and Hyperbaric Medicine Society (UHMS),
a recognition earned by less than 20 percent of

accredited medical facilities in the country.

The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation is
awarding 49 unsolicited grants of $1,000 each to
nonprofits serving the greater Washington, D.C.
area as part of Wells Fargo’s Community Partners
program. Under the program, banking store team
members select a nonprofit in the store’s neighbor-
hood to receive a grant. The greater Washington,
D.C. nonprofits that are receiving the grants are:
Bryant Alternative High School (MV);
Mount Vernon Lee Education Partnership;
New Hope Housing, Inc (V), and West
Potomac High School (MV).

The Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-
merce is authorized to sign certificates of origin
for companies shipping or exporting goods to in-
ternational destinations.

Interested business may visit the Chamber Office
at 6911 Richmond Highway, Suite 320, Alexandria,
VA 22310, or call 703-360-6925 for more informa-
tion or to arrange an appointment.

Mt. Vernon Toastmasters wants you to be
a better speaker. If the thought of speaking before
five or 500 people gives you pause, join the Mt.
Vernon Toastmasters to learn the tips and tech-
niques of becoming a more confident speaker.
Founded in 1979, Mt. Vernon Toastmasters is one
of the oldest speech clubs in the Alexandria area,
and is dedicated to the proposition that given the
appropriate environment, anyone is capable of
having a natural public speaking talent. The club
meets the first and third Monday every month at
7:30 p.m. at the Fairfax County South County Gov-
ernment Center, 8350 Richmond Highway. Visit
http://mountvernon.freetoasthost.org/ or email
mtvernontoast@gmail.com.

Business Notes

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with questions.

ONGOING
Two new Girl Scout troops are meeting at the

Creekside Village community center after school
on Monday afternoons — Troop 716 and Troop
922.  The Brownie and Junior troops meet
together on the second and fourth Mondays of
the month.  The troop members are working on
the “Write All About It” badge and plan to earn
the “Looking My Best” badge as well as the
“Theater” badge.  The Girl Scouts also hope to
go camping this spring. Contact troop leader
Kathy Lehner at kathy.lehner@gmail.com.

Free tax preparation assistance is available to
low-income residents through April 13 at the
Alexandria Department of Community and
Human Services, 2525 Mount Vernon Ave. Low-
income City residents can get help filing federal
and state income tax returns and applying for all
applicable credits and deductions on Saturday
mornings beginning at 9 a.m. and Wednesday
evenings beginning at 6:30 p.m. Spanish-
speaking preparers will be available. To request

a reasonable disability accommodation or to
receive materials in an alternative format,
contact Suzanne Kratzok, Coordinator of
Community Resources, at 703.746.5663
(703.836.1493 TTY) at least 48 hours prior to
the session you wish to attend.

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
Pre-Construction Meeting. 7 p.m. For Park

Improvements at Witter Property Athletic
Facilities. The contractor and City staff will
present information and answer questions
concerning the upcoming construction of
approved athletic improvements to the property,
including a new diamond field, two new
rectangular fields, restrooms, park pavilions and
parking. At Bishop Ireton, Cafeteria, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/44608.

SATURDAY/MARCH 12
Pruning Shrubs and Trees. 10 a.m. to noon.

Free. Offered by Master Gardeners of Northern
Virginia. At 2416 Ridge Road Drive, Alexandria.
Pre-registration is required; please contact
Master Gardener Help Desk at 703-228-6414;
ex013mg@vt.edu.

Bulletin Board

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

108 Personal Services

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
AVAILABLE

Errands, Personal Shopper 
& Office Work.  Computer 
proficient., travel arrangmts, 
organizing, genr’l office 
help.  Call Colleen 703-216-
0537 @ Here 4U There 4U.
Colleen@here4uthere4u.com
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

Sundays: 8 am - Holy Eucharist, All Education programs – 9:00am
10:15 am - Holy Eucharist – music

Wednesdays 12:00 noon:  Bible Study
You’re invited! Please join us for:

March 13 –April 10, 6:00pm Lenten Evening Study: Embracing an Adult Faith by
Marcus J. Borg (soup and salad supper provided)
Who is God?  Who was Jesus?  What is salvation?
How do we practice our faith? How do we live in community?

April 14th, SPECIAL EVENT, 6:30:  An Evening with Dr. Diana Butler Bass
Contemporary Religious Trends:  The End of Religion, or a New Beginning?
(hors d’oeuvres, book signing, & dessert - please register)

Letters

From Page 8

school officials just got a little
more difficult. Since the tragic sui-
cide of former W.T. Woodson High
School student Nick Stuban, lines
have been drawn between those
who say harsh treatment (expul-
sion) from School administrators
bears some responsibility for his
death and those who say the ex-
pulsion played no role — that Nick
had other issues that led to his
death.

Although details are hard to
come by, it seems Nick was caught
with an imitation drug (not ille-
gal-but banned) — and that this
was his first offense.

The “School system has no re-
sponsibility” argument says that
Nick’s expulsion from school, the
attendant social isolation of stay-
ing home, being barred from
school, athletic activities and circle
of friends plus his subsequent
transfer to a new high school,
where he knew few if any stu-
dents, adds up to  — nothing. The
argument continues: the penalty
for the offense was well publi-
cized; Nick and his parents knew
or should have known “it” was
wrong. Nick did it anyway.

On the other side, “the School
system bears some responsibility”
argument held by most parents
and students is the obverse of “no
responsibility” and is easily made:
how could the expulsion not have
contributed to this tragedy?

How indeed? How could school
administrators not bear some re-
sponsibility, having bypassed
lighter punishments, among many
available, to select the most severe
discipline — coming down hard on
an adolescent, with still-forming
conscience, a mother ill with ALS,
and bearing the pressures of teen-
age life in today’s world? Espe-
cially so, considering expulsion
was not prescribed for his offense
and had to be purposefully se-
lected by those serving on the dis-
ciplinary board. Nick and his fam-
ily were right if they were sur-
prised by the severity of the pun-
ishment he received given a les-
sor punishment (including a tem-
porary expulsion) was prescribed
for his offense.

In this dialectic, parents and stu-
dents are almost unanimous: iso-
lation and expulsion for a first of-
fense is an over-reach and would
prove damaging to any young
psyche, especially this one; given
his apparent clean record and dif-
ficult circumstances. The choice of
the most severe punishment
would affect an average teen-
ager’s evolving sense of self-worth
and, likely, this student’s consid-
eration of available options.

Administrators say “not so;” and

so it goes. On this issue, as on so
many recently, less grave but still
important, parents are on one side
and school administrators on the
other. And, as on other issues, the
gap between the two is wide and
not bridged easily. Communica-
tion, already strained, is made
more difficult by this tragedy —
the second in 22 months.

We can’t know what was in
Nick’s mind nor should we pre-
sume to. But, we can know this:
how to set reasonable boundaries
for our teen-agers; how to enforce
them well at low levels of devia-
tion, so that major transgressions
are few and isolated; and, so that
decisions and their consequences
are clearly visible in their minds
and hearts and on still-evolving
consciences.

These are kids, after all; they are
going to do stupid things. That’s
the definition of “experience” —
learning from mistakes — and,
pretty much, the history of the
human race. We have to let our
kids grow up, make mistakes, help
them recover and learn from them,
so they — like we — can reach our
potential and grow safely to adult-
hood. The key in that sentence is
“help them.”

As the adults in their lives, we
owe it to them to be open, emo-
tionally available, compassionate
in failure, and — especially — to
exemplify good judgment and the
virtues of honesty, integrity and —
hey — responsibility.

Here’s what’s worrisome. If
school administrators are right
and the decision to expel Nick was
not a factor in his death, then there
is no need to change anything —
we stay the course. But, if we “stay
the course” and that proves to be
wrong, we endanger others by our
inaction. And if the expulsion was
a factor in Nick’s death, then we
have a lot of work to do — start-
ing with who made the decision?

Bottom line: What are we doing
to be sure this tragedy doesn’t re-
cur?

Here’s a thought. How about the
Board of Supervisors appoint a
Blue Ribbon Commission to inves-
tigate the relationship between
Nick’s death and Schools decision-
making process and report back to
the Board of Supervisors, the
School Board, and the public. The
Commission would be comprised
of business and community lead-
ers, parents, educators, and per-
haps behavioral scientists. This
would be a good second step; the
first step would be to suspend ex-
pulsions until we have better evi-
dence to support them and know
what happened here.

Barry M. Meuse
Alexandria

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

West Potomac
Spring Sports

The West Potomac baseball team will scrimmage
at Thomas Jefferson at 2 p.m. on March 12 before
opening its season on the road against Mount Vernon
at 6 p.m. on March 15. The boys lacrosse team will
host a scrimmage against Marshall at 7:15 p.m. on
March 10 and will open the regular season at home
against West Springfield at 7:15 p.m. on March 17.
The girls lacrosse team will scrimmage at South Lakes
at 7:15 p.m. on March 11 and will travel for its sea-
son opener against Yorktown at 7:15 p.m. on March
15.

The boys and girls soccer teams will host a double-
header against Mount Vernon on March 14. The girls
will play at 5:30 p.m. and the boys at 7:30.

The softball team will host a scrimmage against
Chantilly at 6:30 p.m. on March 10 and open the

regular season at Mount Vernon at 6:30 p.m. on
March 17.

Mount Vernon
Spring Sports

The Mount Vernon baseball team will open its sea-
son at home against West Potomac at 6 p.m. on March
15. The boys lacrosse team will travel to face South
County at 7:15 p.m. on March 17. The girls lacrosse
team will travel for a scrimmage at Edison at 7 p.m.
on March 10 before opening its season at home
against South County at 7:15 p.m. on March 17.

The boys and girls soccer teams will play in a
doubleheader at West Potomac on March 14. The
girls play at 5:30 p.m. and the boys play at 7:30.

The softball team will host West Potomac at 6:30
p.m. on March 17.

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

W
ith one senior on the roster
and a first-year head coach,
the West Potomac girls soc
cer team will spend the

early part of the 2011 season finding its
groove.

Garrett Hubbard enters his sixth season
with the program, first as head coach. While
the Wolverines are still learning to play with
one another, Hubbard said he expects ef-
fort out of his athletes with hopes of be-

coming a team capable of advancing past
the Patriot District Tournament.

“Right now, we have a very young team,”
Hubbard said. “We only have one senior. In
the beginning of the season, we’re looking
for a lot hard work and a lot of hustle. …
Our goal at West Potomac is trying to qualify
for the regional tournament” by winning a
district tournament game.

The Wolverines’ lone senior is forward
Jennifer Schless, who Hubbard said has a
high soccer IQ. The coach also said junior
goalkeeper Caroline Kelly and sophomore
midfielder Lindsey Sawzcuk will be key con-

tributors.
“Caroline is really our vocal leader,”

Hubbard said. “We haven’t had a vocal
leader like her in awhile. She’s fearless back
there. She gets everybody organized. She’s
a real leader on the field and one of the
best goalies we’ve had at West Potomac in
a long time. … Lindsay has a lot of energy.
She’s got very quick feet and is hard
worker.”

West Potomac traveled to Washington-Lee
for a scrimmage on Monday, losing 3-1.
Sawzcuk scored the Wolverines’ goal.
Hubbard said with so many young athletes,
Monday’s scrimmage was about “getting the
jitters out and recognizing that those girls
can play at the varsity level. I think we have
some good team spirit and some good

hustle.”
Juniors Brittany Alderman, Nicole Sigda

and Zoe Slobodin, sophomore Emma
Yohannan and freshman Marjorie Woods
are the team’s defenders. Schless, junior
Danielle Couture and freshman Olivia
Watkins are the team’s forwards, and jun-
iors Michelle Rigel Cruz and Nathalie
Walters, sophomores Sawzcuk, Sarah
Rainey, Orion Taylor and Allison Vermillion
and freshmen Madison Daley and Katherine
Genaurio are the team’s midfielders.

West Potomac will host Stuart Hall for a
scrimmage at 7 p.m. on March 11. The
Wolverines open the regular season at home
against Mount Vernon at 5:30 p.m. on
March 14 and open district play at South
County on March 28.

First-Year West Potomac
Coach Looking for Hustle
Wolverines have one senior, nine freshmen
and sophomores on roster.

Midfielder Michelle Rigel Cruz (8) and the West Potomac girls soccer
team open the regular season at home against Mount Vernon at 5:30
p.m. on March 14.

Defender
Marjorie
Woods, right,
is one of four
freshmen on
the West
Potomac girls
soccer team.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

The Gazette

West Potomac athletes were honored at the school’s
winter sports banquet.
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Opinion

From Page 8

only “short” 127 people. Al-
though no changes would be
required, changes to other dis-
tricts could affect the 44th Dis-
trict. The 45th District (Englin)
to the north is 1,300 people
short and the 43rd District
(Sickles) to the west is 2,000
people short. Delegate Albo’s
district to the south has too
many people.

The district I represent, the
44th, has changed since 2000
although parts of it have stayed
the same. The 44th has become
majority non-white – 35,693 or
44.7 percent out of 79,833 are
white. The 44th was 21 percent
African-American in 2000 and
is the exact same percentage
today even with population
growth. The Hispanic popula-
tion has increased by 88 percent
in the 44th – from 14.58 per-
cent to 24.59 percent. Addition-
ally, those identifying as Asian
has risen to 6.9 percent still well
below the 2010 average Asian
population in Fairfax County of

17.5 percent.
Hollin Hall, Waynewood, Fort

Hunt and Stratford Precincts
rank as #2 through #5 as the
least diverse precincts in Fairfax
County out of 230 precincts.
This is unchanged from 2000.
Each is over 91.5 percent white.
Westgate Precinct (around
Mount Vernon Estate) ranks
16th. Fairfield Precinct (roughly
the west side of U.S. 1 between
the South County Government
Center and Little Hunting
Creek) is the #1 most diverse
precinct in Fairfax County and
Groveton, Woodlawn, and
Bucknell Precincts are in the top
20.

The rich diversity of our com-
munity is one of its important
strengths. Given a limit of
80,000 people, I hope the
boundaries of the 44th don’t
change much. I like it the way
it is.

If you have any comments or
suggestions, send me an email
at scottsurovell@gmail.com.
Thank you for the honor of serv-
ing as your state delegate.

Redistricting Looms
By Emily Woods

West Potomac High School

G
irl moves to New York City. Girl finds job.
Girl meets boy. Girl tries to “Forget About
the Boy.” The Madeira School Fine Arts
Department’s vivacious production of

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” aimed to please and was
successful in doing so with this lovable story of 1920s
dreams.

Based on the 1967 film, “Thoroughly Modern
Millie” is a musical set in the era of flappers and
prohibition. It opened on Broadway in 2002, and
went on to snag six Tony Awards. The show follows

the ambitious Millie Dillmount, a girl
fresh from Kansas, obsessed with the
prospects of staying “modern” and mar-
rying for money instead of love.

It takes a paperclip salesman, a Cali-
fornia actress, and a renowned bon vivant singer to
get Millie to reconsider, and to take a chance on love.

Madeira’s all girl cast shined throughout the show.
With a few exceptions in Act One, the actresses
brought an abundance of energy to the stage and
displayed commitment to the lively production. One
of the most notable ensembles was Millie’s room-
mates at the Hotel Priscilla. The “Priscilla Girls” fully
embodied their roles, nailing the ups and downs of
being aspiring actresses in the 1920s and providing
comic relief throughout the show. The “Stenogra-
phers,” as they slaved away at their typewriters and
promptly judged Millie on her first day on the job,

were also a joy to watch. They showcased spot-on
dance moves and stunning vocals during the enter-
taining song, “Forget About the Boy.”

In the title role of Millie, Katie Sotos carried the
show. She won the audience over from the first scene,
as she quickly learns New York City may not be all
it’s cracked up to be. With her dance moves, power-
ful voice, and adorable persona, Sotos was a joy to
watch.

Playing alongside Sotos was Kristen Bishof as Miss
Dorothy. The two become fast friends after meeting
at the Hotel Priscilla and learning they have more in
common than they realize (“How the Other
HalfLives”). Bishof had praiseworthy comedic tim-
ing.

In a school of all girls, it may be difficult to pull off
a musical with both sexes. But not for Madeira. Tay-
lor Eggleston and Kelsi Allison should be commended
for their convincing performances as men. Both girls
tackled their complex roles with realistic manner-
isms and believable acting. Eggleston flawlessly por-
trayed hotshot boss, Trevor Graydon, impressing the
audience with her rapid delivery in “The Speed Test.”

The cast and the stage crew worked well together
to navigate the beautifully crafted set. The scene
changes were as efficient and clean as possible.

“I’m a modern!” declares a proud Millie at several
points throughout the production. Her statement
captures the essence of the delightfully sweet show.
Madeira’s Fine Arts Department crafted a musical that
highlighted the dangers of conformity and the beauty
of following your heart.

‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ at Madeira

Cappies

Review

If you do not
get The
Mount Vernon
Gazette
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com

United Community Ministries Food Pantry
accepts donations of food Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & the first Sunday of every month from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA
22306. People dropping off donations should enter through
the gates on the right side of the building, drive around to
the back of the building and ring the bell at the green door.
Most Commonly Needed Items:
•Canned soup
•Canned fruits &

vegetables
•Canned beans
•Pasta
•Rice
•Tomato sauce
•Cereal & oatmeal

•Macaroni & cheese
•Peanut butter
•Jelly
•Dry milk
•Baby food
•Diapers
•Paper shopping &

grocery bags
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